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Preface

On Cs and Gs: History and Aims of the Book

Conception and Development

Readers picking up this hefty tome may be surprised to learn that the first C of
CGCQG (as we like to call it) once stood for Concise. The syntax part of that Concise
Grammar of Classical Greek began, as so many grammar books no doubt have, as
lecture handouts - to be precise, as EVEB’s handouts used in first-year Greek
syntax classes at the University of Oxford. The work grew from a dissatisfaction
with existing teaching materials in English: the main concern was that those
materials did not reflect decades’ worth of advances in the linguistic description
of Ancient Greek, inspired by the incorporation of insights from various areas of
general linguistics. The last good full-scale reference grammar in English, Smyth’s
Greek Grammar, for all its excellence, stemmed from a time long before such
advances had even been possible, and more recent grammar books had done
nothing to bridge the gap. The truth was that no book existed that represented
the current state of knowledge on the Greek language. There were other problems,
too: Smyth was often perceived by undergraduates as daunting and dense, but
alternatives were typically too limited in their coverage; examples used in existing
grammars were not always representative, and based on antiquated text editions;
terminology was confusing and outmoded; and so forth.

The lecture handouts began to look more like a book when EvVEB was joined by
AR in revising the material and producing additional chapters. LH, who had also
been teaching at Oxford and who had run into similar difficulties with existing
materials, then joined, and he and EVEB<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>